
  

Amanda C. Mould & Mads Morgan  

Edited by Paul  N. Lockton  DMS, Dip M, FCIM. Marketing Innovation Ltd 

 

Spring 2010 

SHEPSHED, PASSION & 

LIFE: WHAT DO YOU 

REALLY WANT? 

A Survey into Shepshed’s Youth 



 Spring 2010 

 1  

SHEPSHED, PASSION & LIFE: WHAT DO 

YOU REALLY WANT? 

A Survey into Shepshed’s Youth 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Location 

Shepshed is a major dormitory town based in Charnwood, Leicestershire. It is close proximity to 

Loughborough and the M1 motorway, however, the town has a sense of being isolated from the 

rest of Charnwood due to the nature of the M1 ‘cutting off’ the town from its neighbours . 

Shepshed is considered a rural town, with a high percentage of private housing.  

Population 

According to 2008 estimates (ONS) Shepshed has a population of 13,700 of which 17% (2335 

individuals) are people aged 0-15.  

Schools and Voluntary Organisations 

There are four primary schools, one high school and a community college within the town. There 

are two primary youth clubs in the town, Passion, located at the Bullring at the centre, and a 

youth club based at the Hind Leys/High School Campus.  Shepshed people pride themselves on 

their community spirit, which is reflected in the extensive voluntary and community groups in the 

town. 

Two community centres are owned by the Town Council and are very well used by local groups 

and organisations.  

Sports 

A BMX Track and skateboard park can be found on Oakley Road playing fields. Little Haw Lane 

playing field is home to three local football clubs and Hind Leys Community College provides 

sporting facilities for the local community. Cricket is also a well-played sport within the Town.  

Business 

The small hosiery and fabrics industry, once central to the town’s workforce and economics, has 

now disappeared, creating in its stead a dormitory town with a large commuting population. There 

is an industrial estate on the outskirts of Shepshed, alongside a town centre offering a very small 

retail selection. The main supermarket has a monopoly on general foodstuffs with a small number 

of connivance stores/newsagents alongside a handful of independent shops and charity shops. 

There are no ‘high street’ shops one might usually associate with small town centres.  
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About Passion 
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Methodology 
It was decided by the Youth Leader at Passion that consultation was needed to further the 

interests and facilities available for the young people of Shepshed. An online survey was created 

and accessed either through a direct web address, or through a link via a group set up on social 

networking site, Facebook (Shepshed Passion Survey). Through utilising the ‘invite friends to join’ 

option on the Facebook site, young people were able to direct friends and peers directly to the 

online survey. Not only did this prove to be an effective tool to gaining respondents, it also 

provided young people with a point of interest where they could discuss issues further via a 

discussion board on the group.  

The online survey was entirely confidential – at no point could answers given be tied to any 

individual, although there was an option at the end of the survey to provide an email address for 

further information about Passion; and the option of winning a prize. Emails were kept separate 

from answers. A hard copy of the survey was available for young people wanting to complete the 

questions, but did not have access to the online version, either through disability or learning 

difficulties.  

Young people from the ages of 10 – 18 were targeted, both users and non-users of Passion. The 

wording within the questions was kept relatively simple and accessible, although it remained 

constant that wording was not ‘patronising’ towards the respondents – instead it was important 

that the language used was empowering , as to make the respondents feel they were making a 

positive contribution to their peer set and local community. Due to the nature of peer – to – peer 

targeting via social networking sites, no quotas were established or tracked, as it felt that this may 

make the questions appear less ‘honest’ to respondents, and their respective invitees. The survey 

was also publicised in a February edition of the local paper, the Shepshed Echo.  

The survey was split into five main subject areas: 

 Shepshed Town 

 Passion Youth Centre 

 Local Policing 

 Health Services for Young People 

 Youth Issues, Future Aspirations and Concerns 

It was felt that these subject areas, and the questions contained within, would be accessible to 

the majority of service providers locally and nationally, alongside providing a rounded reference 

location for Passion’s Management Team and Youth Leaders. 

In total, 52 respondents were positively recorded on the on-line survey. This number is more than 

enough to create statistical confidence in the results. The survey itself was created so that it 

would be easy to duplicate over time, providing Passion and Shepshed youth with a long-running 

data set of results.  

A full copy of the survey accessed by respondents and a selection of in verbatim responses can 

be found in the appendix. 

Positive Outcomes 

As an offshoot of asking Shepshed’s young people what they need from their local community, 

various Facebook Groups have been set up, including ‘Join if you think the youth club, Passion, 



 Spring 2010 

 5  

should be open more’ and ‘Shepshed Freerunner Family’. These groups have been established 

by local young people in the hope of making things change of the better in their local community. 

Not only does this show Shepshed’s youth taking an interest in their local environment, but also 

shows them participating in issues facing their community and a willingness to change it.  

 

Respondent Profiles 
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Summary of Key Findings 

Shepshed Town 
How Shepshed is rated as a place to live 

Respondents were asked how they would 

rate Shepshed as a place to live, on a 

scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being excellent). 

The largest percentage rated Shepshed 

as an average place (31% picked ‘5’), with 

opinion being divided fairly equally to 

whether Shepshed was viewed in a 

positive light, or negative. 28% viewed 

Shepshed negatively (ratings 1 to 4) and 

43% saw Shepshed as a good place to 

live (rating 6 to 10). More young people 

however viewed Shepshed as a ‘really 

bad’ place to live (8%) rather than an 

‘excellent’ place to live (2%).  

Most Popular Activities for Young People in Shepshed 

One of the first questions on the survey was ‘What do you do in your free time?’. This aided in 

setting the context for the respondent, enabling them to put their extracurricular activities into 

perspective, and encouraged them to think about what they would like to do. Shopping was the 

most popular activity, followed closely by reading, listening to music, watching television, 

frequenting a youth club and gaming. Other ‘typical’ activities followed suite; visiting a cinema and 

sports participation show that social activities are still popular with Shepshed youth.  Not 

surprisingly, the less accessible activities were less popular. The poor uptake of young people 

attending music events and performing arts activities perhaps shows the lack of availability in the 

town. With no young people stating they visit museums or galleries, it shows that they would not 

go out of their way to visit such facilities, as there are none available to the wider public in 

Shepshed.  
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What general things would make Shepshed a better place for young people? 

After asking 

respondents what 

rating they would 

give Shepshed 

alongside what 

they did in their 

free time, they 

were asked to 

consider the 

changes that could 

be made to make 

Shepshed a better 

place for them to 

live.  

The question of 

accessibility arose 

once more in the 

results, with the 2
nd

 

largest percentage 

wishing for lower 

bus fares to visit 

friends and nearby 

towns and cities.  The high response rate for the call for ‘lower bus fares’ is an indicator that 

young people feel the need to escape from Shepshed to access better facilities; such as 

shopping, recreational, sporting activities or accessing service providers such as college or 

Connexions.  

Shopping was once again the largest percentage, with 67% of total respondents asking for more 

and better shops within the town centre. Shepshed has for a number of years recognised the 

need for a better retail offering to residents, and unfortunately the young people of the town are 

facing the same issues as their elders when it comes to offerings in the town centre.  If we tied in 

the suggestion of ‘More Outdoor Play Equipment (42%)’ alongside ‘More Sports Facilities (42%)’ 

then this would be by far the biggest need for Shepshed’s youth.  

Almost 27% of total respondents called for a Shepshed 

Youth Parliament to be set up to voice their issues and 

problems to service providers and the community. Alongside 

the positive contribution of the various Facebook groups set 

up in the aftermath of this survey, it is strongly recommended 

setting up a Youth Forum for young people that they find 

easy, accessible and above all, focused on their needs.  

Other significant comments included opening Passion more 

during the week and after school hours, having a 

Connexions service in Shepshed and having somewhere to 

‘hang out’ with friends in the summer.  
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What young people like and dislike about Shepshed 

Respondents were asked two open-ended questions; ‘Name one thing you like about Shepshed’ 

and ‘Name one thing you don’t like about Shepshed’. This determined what first springs to mind 

when a young person is questioned on the positive aspects of living in Shepshed.   

A large proportion of respondents (38%) stated Passion was the thing they most liked about 

Shepshed.  This was closely followed by the neighbourhood itself. A large number of comments 

gave rise to positive images of Shepshed, its people and the nearby countryside.  Examples of 

responses include; ‘The people in Shepshed are really nice’ and ‘Shepshed is cute and pretty’.  

When asked the reverse, ‘Name one thing you do not like about Shepshed’, the responses 

painted a picture of Shepshed’s young people having a lack of faculties across the town. The 

majority of responses were fairly vague, including ‘having nothing to do’ or ‘everything about 

Shepshed’. However, more precise answers included ‘litter’ (14%) and ‘no shops’ (11%).  
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Together, the 

questions relating to 

respondents being 

asked what they 

liked and disliked 

about Shepshed 

describes a pretty 

town with friendly 

people, a popular 

youth centre and 

established in 

beautiful 

countryside, with 

very little access to a 

retail offering or 

youth-centered 

facilities.  
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Passion Youth Centre 
What does Shepshed Youth want and need from Passion? 

The survey moved on to more specific questions 

about the services and facilities Passion does 

and could offer the young people of Shepshed. 

When asked about their own individual need for 

information and guidance on faith and spirituality, 

three quarters of respondents felt they did not 

want information made available to them about 

faith and spirituality. However, this contradicts the 

respondent profiling question, where 80% of 

young people saw themselves belonging to a 

particular religion or faith. The question of religion 

and identity is one being strongly questioned in 

the UK today, and it appears this has carried over 

into Shepshed town. 68% of respondents saw 

themselves as ‘Christian’, and yet this figure does not transgress into learning more about faith. 

Passion’s presence within the centre may go some way to helping young people want to learn 

about this aspect of them in the future, but not at this specific time. Additional comments included: 

‘Yes, but maybe not forced on to us’ and ‘I’m not very religious, but it may be useful to some 

people’ 

Young people did however see the need 

for help with educational studies at 

Passion. 67% of respondents would like 

to see some access to extra help with 

schoolwork. One respondent added that 

it would be more beneficial on a ‘quieter 

session’. Those who did not added 

additional comments,  feeling that 

Passion was either a place to ‘chill out’ 

and escape from school pressure, or that 

they did not personally need any 

additional help, but they recognised that 

some of their peers may require such services 

made available.  

A large percentage of respondents (82%) would 

like to see Passion holding additional ‘outside’ 

events, such as gigs and music events. Currently, 

there are no other facilities that offer this 

specifically to young people within Shepshed, so 

they must travel to nearby towns or cities to access 

such entertainment. Other suggestions included ‘a 
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local band night’, a ‘gaming 

tournament’ and ‘gigs would be good’. 

 

57% of young people would like to see 

events like talent contests, examples 

such as ‘Shepshed Factor’, ‘Battle of 

the Bands’ or poetry and art 

competitions. In addition to 

suggestions given in the survey, one 

young person suggested setting up a 

‘dance troop’.  

Since the survey was created, Passion has 

set up a gaming area (with two Xbox 360’s 

and a Wii), alongside securing funding for a 

music studio. Respondents confirmed the 

need for such facilities, with 88% of young 

people thinking it was ‘good’. 

It should be mentioned at this point the 

overwhelming response to the issue of 

Passion not being open enough. Comments 

littered various questions, suggesting the 

need for Passion to be open after school and 

in the holidays more. The largest indicator of 

need comes from the Facebook group, 

created by a Passion regular ‘Join if you think Passion should be open more’, with a staggering 

116 members.  

Other valid suggestions for Passion included: 

‘Need a punch bag for when I get [annoyed] with people’ 

‘I'd like to see more gigs and a gaming area. I'd like to see it appeal to the older teenagers as well as 

younger ones.’ 

‘To keep it the way it is, maybe have nights where we do certain things and everyone do it, maybe go out on 

trips somewhere like Alton Towers maybe, and I really think we should have a picture board of everyone 

who’s there, I think it would make everyone happy seeing a the good times we had.’ 

‘Trips !!! Competitions!!!’ 

‘Should run after school clubs with people there to help with homework and to let the kids chill out.’ 

 

 

 
 



 Spring 2010 

 12  

Police Issues and Health Services for Young People 
Access to health services in Shepshed 

The survey asked respondents their view on access to health services in regards to issues facing 

young people; mainly Drug, Alcohol, Sexual and General health. The response rates were fairly 

even across all four points, with almost 40% of respondents feeling they do not have enough 

access to information, guidance and treatment on health issues.  

Shepshed is 

served by two main 

health centres 

(Shepshed Health 

Centre and Forest 

House Surgery).  

Both of these are 

friendly, ‘family-

type’ practices, and 

perhaps it is for this 

reason young 

people do not feel 

comfortable using 

them. There is no 

specific young 

person’s drop in 

clinic or walk in centre that young people can use confidentially. The nearest NHS walk-in centre 

is in Loughborough, which, for most young people, is only accessible by bus.  

Respondents added additional comments, including; 

‘The youth team leader at [the Hind Leys] youth centre came into our school to talk to us about it 

all, if I had any problems I would feel quite comfortable talking to her about stuff.’ 

‘I have all these at College in Loughborough, but I've never seen any in Shepshed.’ 

There is not really anywhere confidential and easy to find place to go.’    
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Local Policing 

The survey moved onto the subject of local policing, and respondents reacted with succinct 

answers alongside positive and negative comments and suggestions on the subject.  

Viewing the police force in a positive or negative light 

Respondents were asked on their own opinions and image on local policing, and if the police 

treated young people as they would wish. Respondents were asked to consider a generic 

statement about the police force, and whether they agreed or disagreed with the statement.  This 

question proved to be quite revealing, as Shepshed’s young people generally agreed that ‘the 

police would help me and my friends if we needed them’ and a large percentage had ‘a lot of 

respect for the police’. However, the majority of young people still felt there was a lack of empathy 

and communication on the image of the police, with a large response rate noting that the police 

do not ‘treat all young people the same’, or that ‘the police are not as fair to young people as they 

are to adults’.  

 

 

  

‘They stereo-type people and don’t listen to what you need to say and take things to seriously, but 

they are alright sometimes.’ 

‘Different police treat us differently.’ 

They discriminate us all the time because we wear hoodies....so what? My head’s cold!’ 
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Concerns about crime in Shepshed 

The respondents were asked a ‘yes’/’no’ 

question in terms of having concerns about the 

crime in Shepshed, and were invited to provide 

additional comments. Although the largest 

percentage of respondents had no concerns 

over crime (58%), the comments provided 

largely came from young people that had prior 

encounters with criminal activity, either as 

perpetrators or victims. For the majority, 

comments were fairly similar, listing concerns 

about burglary and theft. However, more 

specific comments included: 

‘Not crime as such, but anti social behaviour, yes... [It] bothers me. Why shouldn't I go out with 

my friends just because some people are getting drunk when they shouldn't be?’ 

‘There are no real crime problems but I live a mile away from the Bull Ring and don't feel safe 

walking back at night.’ 

I’m worried about drugs and gang culture spreading into Shepshed.’ 
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Youth Issues, Future Aspirations and Concerns 
Volunteering and Work Experience 

Despite the Shepshed Volunteering Centre being in close proximity to Passion and the town 

centre, a large proportion (64%) of young people state they are interested in volunteering within 

their local community, but comment 

they haven’t done so already. 

Comments suggested that young 

people would mostly be interested in 

volunteering with children, disabled 

groups and within Passion itself. 

Perhaps local volunteering 

organisations could use Passion as a 

‘sign-up’ station for young people’s 

volunteering – not so much offering 

talks on the values of working within 

the local community, but assigning 

projects that would enable young 

people to gain self worth, work 

experience and above all have fun! 

Factors and issues affecting young people in Shepshed  

Respondents were asked to rate various issues to how much they affect them on an individual 

basis, from not being ‘concerned at all’ to being ‘affected a lot’.  

The issues of 

Money, Family, 

Education and 

Employment 

affected young 

people the most. 

62% of 

respondents stated 

that money 

affected them a lot, 

whereas 

‘stereotypical 

teenage issues’ of 

drugs and alcohol 

only greatly 

affected a small 

proportion of young 

people.  
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How the young people see themselves through the eyes of adults 

||A revealing question asked of the young people was an exercise to how they believed adults 

viewed them. The majority of young people viewed themselves in a positive light, using words 

such as ‘Happy’, ‘Fun’, ‘Friendly’ and ‘Hard Working’ to describe themselves. However, when 

asked to consider the reverse, how adults viewed young people in Shepshed, the picture was 

very negative. The respondents believed that adults viewed them as ‘Badly Behaved’, 

‘Threatening’ and ‘Not to be Trusted’. It is clear that there is a mismatch of communication and 

separation issues within the youth culture and the wider adult community within Shepshed.  It 

would be interesting to compare such results with adult responses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is clear that Shepshed’s young people need to project themselves in a positive light, not only by 

volunteering within the community, accessing Passion’s services and having facilities within the 

town that would ‘keep them out of trouble’. Youth culture, styles and behavior should not change 

to suit adult perceptions of young people, but rather such culture should be viewed in a positive 

light to begin with; more work needs to be done within the local community to combat this. 
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Future Aspirations 

Respondents were asked a general question on what their future aspirations were. It makes 

uncomfortable reading to discover that the largest percentage of respondents felt like they would 

not be able to achieve their own goals, such as have a ‘happy life’, or ‘go to university’. Only one 

aspect out measured the respondent’s aspirations, that they would ‘Leave Shepshed’ in the 

future, whether or not they wished to stay. Once again, the concerns about education and 

employment may be a measure in this, with Shepshed’s young people feeling that there is not 

much their community can offer them. Other aspects that showed large discrepancies included: 

‘owing my own home’ and ‘earning a lot of money’. Although a large proportion felt they would like 

to achieve such things, few felt this was possible in the future. More needs to be done within 

Shepshed and the wider community to empower these young people in achieving their 

aspirations and potential.  
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Conclusions and Suggestions 
Recommendations for Passion 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What factors contribute to participating in 
social activities? 
 
 ‘Young people most likely to participate in 

socialising activities included those living with 

step-parents or a single parent, and those from 

lower social classes. At age 15, having friends 

who wanted to leave full-time education was 

also strongly associated with a young person 

engaging in socialising activities.  

 

Least likely to participate in socialising 

activities were young people with SEN or a 

disability that affected their schooling, or 

young people from a non-white ethnic 

background. Strong family cohesion and a 

positive attitude to schooling were also 

associated with a lower risk of participation in 

socialising activities. At age 15, we also found 

that boys and young people whose first 

language was not English were 

disproportionately less likely to engage in 

socialising behaviours. 

 

Factors linked to higher participation in self-

development activities included the young 

person having positive attitudes to school, 

better relations with parents and whose 

parents had a high level of involvement in 

educational matters.  

(National Centre for Social Research 2009) 
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Recommendations for empowering the young people of Shepshed 

 Volunteering  

 

 

 

 

 

 Community Involvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Youth Parliament/forum 
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Wider Recommendations  

 Police involvement and relations 

Overall, the young people of Shepshed have respect for their local policing team, and feel that 

they could go to them if they needed help. However, young people feel that they are being 

unfairly treated by the police in conjunction with believing that adults’ concerns take precedence 

over their own.  In reality, this can be asserted to the importance of ‘respect’ within current youth 

culture. Public authorities no longer have automatic respect when it comes to young people; 

rather, ‘respect’ is now earned. Within Shepshed, this can be achieved by the local policing team 

focusing on youth concerns and individuals themselves. If young people feel that the police force 

treat adults differently, then perhaps attitudes and perceptions can be arranged as to ‘treat young 

people the same as adults’. Again, this is a whole community issue, the isolation and segregation 

felt by young people within the town can be prevented in the future by giving young people a 

sense of loyalty and responsibility within Shepshed – the police force can play a major part in this 

via good community relations alongside empowering young people with a sense of responsibility 

and self-worth. 

 

 

 Access to ‘teen focused’ service providers  

The need for more service providers in Shepshed is confirmed in two main areas. XX young 

people in the survey complained that the only access to a Connexions advisor was in 

Loughborough. It is suggested that young people should be able to access the facilities and 

advice offered by Connexions within Shepshed. While it may not be feasible to open a new drop-

in office (with the additional costs and staffing issues that would arise) it may be possible to offer 

Shepshed’s youth an appointment service to a Connexions advisor within the local area. 

Suggested sites that already exist and could be utilised cost-effectively include Passion, Hind 

Leys College, Shepshed Library, Shepshed Town Council offices and the Glenmore Centre. 

Young people would then be able to make appointments with an advisor on issues such as 

career, college and housing advice alongside general concerns without having to make an 

additional (and sometimes unaffordable) trip to Loughborough.  

Greater access to confidential health advice and services were also apparent from the survey. 

Young people may not wish to go to their local GP on issues regarding sexual health or alcohol 

and drug abuse for a number of reasons, (for example, a family member may find out, or they 

may have a good family doctor/patient relationship that they feel would be jeopardised in terms of 

issues such as ‘unplanned pregnancies’ or drug misuse).  Also, young people may not have the 

access to visit Loughborough or other larger towns that could offer services such as ‘NHS Walk-

In Centres’ or Sexual Health clinics. It is recommended that a young person’s ‘drop-in’ clinic 

should be set-up that are confidential and offer services such as advice on sexual health/drug/ 

alcohol abuse alongside offering prescription services for contraceptives and other health issues.  
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What kind of suggestions has been made for 

Shepshed in the past? 

 Develop a new vision for Shepshed together 

with a promotional image and branded 

strap-line – to achieve internal pride and 

secure external recognition . 

 Make the case for improved road signage at 
strategic locations around the town – make 
sure people can find Shepshed. 

 
 Identify the next 5-year phase of town centre 

improvements including gateways and 
through flow – see the solution in the long 
term, as part of a plan, rather than as ad hoc 
ameliorative activities. 

 
 Develop a future retailing strategy for 

Shepshed – extend market activity, 
strengthen core services and create a niche 
offer of sub-regional significance. 

 
 Develop a Shepshed Business Centre and promote 

small business workspace zones – turn small 
individual property voids into creative re-use and 
tap the latent demand in the community and offer 
an alternative to Loughborough. 

 
 Produce a Shepshed Town Prospectus for use as a 

marketing tool – tackle creatively the issue of 
multiple voids and lack of confidence, cohesion 
and business risk. 

 
 Improve community communication mechanisms 

– capitalise on the high level of interest in the 
community by engaging it through active 
awareness raising. 

 
 Create a culture of festivals – inject support now 

for a flagging local strength and develop an 
approach which services a wider audience to gain 
economic viability. 
(Flying Giraffe 2002) 

 

 Outdoor/Play/Sports Equipment  

There is a wealth of research showing the benefits of good quality play and sports equipment 

within communities. The Government has been forwarding the advice given by the Play England 

initiative.  

Shepshed has a need for more specific play and sports equipment, especially one focused within 

the centre of the town (Glenmore Park) offering facilities for all age-ranges. Outside research 

shows that a significant number of local residents, 51%, feel the need for ‘more activities for 

teenagers’ (BMG Research 2009) This correlates to the answers given by respondents, where  

84% feel that an offering of more outdoor activities and sports facilities would make Shepshed a 

better place to live. Within the facebook group associated with the survey, ‘Shepshed Passion 

Survey’, suggestions were given as to the types of facilities wanted by young people within the 

town. Suggestions included:  

Activity trails (Monkey bars, climbing 

equipment, assault courses) 

Sports equipment  

Teenage outside shelters (a place to 

‘hang-out’ with friends at any time) 

Leisure centre 

 

 

 Improvements to the town of 

Shepshed – Retail, Wider 

business and Community 

Infrastructure 

Suggestions have been made in other 

reports that focus on resident wants and 

needs. For example, the 2002 report into 

‘Giving Shepshed a New Heart’ (Flying 

Giraffe & Charnwood Borough Council 

June 2002) gave proposals into resolving 

the issues faced by young people (and 

older residents) which have yet to be 

resolved.  

Previous recommendations can be still 

applicable to the young people of 

Shepshed, via services and facilities 

which can be in place in Passion.  

The Bullring, which still needs to be a 

focus of the town ‘centre’, still 
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desperately needs bollards to stop young people walking into traffic, alongside attractive features 

to enable residents to gain a ‘sense of pride’ in the town.  

More needs to be done to encourage music events for young people within Passion will act as 

springboard for other, town-focused events. Hind Leys currently has the largest gallery space 

within the entire borough of Charnwood, more could be done to highlight Shepshed as a ‘Arts’ 

town, which could begin with community arts events and become a focal point for new 

businesses brought into the town as a result.  

Passion could be used to create retail interest in Shepshed town centre. How many other 

dormitory towns have a teen-focused centre in the heart of the municipality? By incorporating the 

location of Passion into future ‘business prospectuses’, Shepshed could market itself as a young, 

growing town. This in turn would attract ‘high street’ stores and independent youth-focused 

retailers.  

As Passion is a centre for both drop-in and Christian out-reach services, perhaps more could be 

done to improve relations with other community groups? By empowering the young people to 

enable them to volunteer, set up a youth Parliament and create their own community activities, 

other community organisations (such as the colleges, volunteer centre and churches) could use 

Passion and the young people, not only as a networking tool, but as a symbolic ‘young, vibrant, 

Heart of Shepshed’ 
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Survey Hard Copy Example 
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Comments and Suggestions – In Verbatim 
 

Other Suggestions for Passion – Additional Comments 

 Need working done to make it a better place so people can hang out   

 Not really just a punch bag for wen you get pissed off with people   

 I'd like to see more gigs and a gaming area. I'd like to see it appeal to the older 

teenagers as well as younger ones.  

 Non- Passion gives a lot of young people a safe and friendly environment to socialise, 

a big thank you and well done to everyone who's been involved!  View   

 Open more in the week!   

 duno its good already jus =t to be open abit earlyer and open more.   

 to keep it the way it is, maybe have nights where we do certain things and everyone 

do it, maybe go out on trips somewhere like alton towers maybe, and i really think we 

should have a picture board of everyone whos there :) i think it would make everyone 

happy seeing a the good times we had. and to be open in the week, not just weekends. 

everyone loves passion. :)   

 to open in the week   

 Open more in the week.    

 trips !!! competitions     

 Open more, Expand, More activities :)   

 Should run after school clubs with people there to help with homework and to let the 

kids chill out.   

 open more   

 OPEN MORE!!!!   

Suggestions for Shepshed – Additional Comments 

 i think that it shouldnt be expensive in shops like Forget me Knot   

 need activity stuff   

 More places for teenagers to hang out, i know we've got Passion, which is good, but 

somewhere outside, like for the summer. Glenmore could do with a re-furbishment. 

It's bare old now.   

 its abit boring because passion opens abit late and not on school day.   

 open passion more eg in the week days   

 Youth club open on week nights   

 i think there should be a home bargins and a jd in shepshed   

 more fun stuff to do     

 Open the Youth centre's more in the week   

 Everybody goes to Loughborough to do anything because there is so little here.  

 nothing here - like a connextions 

 everything is in loughborough 

 It has a bad reputation when the people in it really aren't that bad and it doesn't 

have anything to do, except go youthie which you don't really want to do every nigh 

 CLOSED SHOPS, EMPTY UNITS      

 the day time and in the week      
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 no enough to do in shepshed like e.g shops barz stuff like that .      

 it's a bit dull.       

 The lack of busses to places such as: Castle Donington, Kegworth etc.       

 All of the shops are the same - second hand shop, take aways and there is no decent 

shops!     

 glenmore park doesnt have much stuff in      

 no mcdonalds     

 its boring and nowhere to go part from passion (when its open)      

 hardly anything to do on week nights     

 Needs more things to do on weeknights       

 i live too far away from downtown....fancy givin me a lift?    

 Lack of things for teen's to do         

 There are no good shops.        

 nothing to do    

 theres nothing to do after the youth club is shut so we cause trouble - nothin better to 

do      

 the lack of places for young people    

   

 

 

Future Aspirations – Additional Comments 

 About college? Whether i want to go to university and carry on at college? What i am 

going to take as a job/career? What i should do for my GCSE's? I am concerned about 

alot of things but i try to deal with it all as it comes but sometimes you need to plan 

ahead :/  

 if the economy stays this bad I'll never get a job!! someone suggested Connexions but 

there is no advisor in Shepshed!! the nearest one is in Loughborough.  

 I want to get a well paid job that i will enjoy!  

 need a connecxtion :)   

 because everything getting propa expensive and im not tht clever tbh skwls help and 

focous on maths and clever people not the sporty or other skilled people for there 

job/s.   

 with jobs, and getting the grades i need to be what i want to be, and stuff with the 

credit crunch, and people losing jobs, and money and the cost of things.   

 i actually have no idea what i want to do later on in life, absolutely none     

 yes. i dont no what to pick for my options and no not really.   
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