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CHARNWOOD HEALTH AND WELL-BEING PARTNERSHIP 
1ST JULY 2014 

 

 Summary of Actions from this Meeting 
 

1. Partnership’s concern regarding cuts to County Council funding of adult 
prevention services, as detailed in minute 3 (x) below, to be conveyed 
to the appropriate County Council Cabinet Lead Member by way of a 
letter from the Chair of the Partnership.  

2. L. Evans to provide details of shared reading groups and role of 
volunteers in those, for circulation to members of the Partnership. 

3. Programming of the presentation by Healthwatch referred to in minute 6 
(i) below be considered at the next Charnwood Health and Well-being 
Partnership agenda setting meeting. 

4. N. King to present update on National Centre for Sport and Exercise 
Medicine - East Midlands at Partnership’s meeting on 2nd September 
2014. 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor P. Ranson (Chair) (Charnwood Borough Council) 

Dr J. Vincent (Vice-chair) (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Mr W. Blanche (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms V. Brackenbury (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms W. Brown (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms C. Davies (Leicestershire Partnership Trust) 
Ms S. Davies (Charnwood Mental Health Network and Age UK) 
Ms L. Evans (LCC Communities and Well-being) 
Ms V. Graham (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms S. Harbey (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms H. Howson (The Bridge Housing Advice and Assistance) 
Ms T. Jefferson (West Leicestershire Clinical Commissioning 
Group) 
Ms N. King (National Centre for Sport and Exercise Medicine - East 
Midlands) 
Mr N. Lambert (John Storer Charnwood) 

 Mr B. Powell (Leicestershire Partnership Trust) 
 

APOLOGIES: Councillor T. Barkley (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Dr P. Cannon (West Leicestershire Clinical Commissioning 
Group – Mental Health Lead) 
Ms D. Cunningham (Leicestershire County Council Public Health) 
Ms N. Deblasio (Healthwatch) 

 Ms T. Gul (Human Rights and Equalities Charnwood) 
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Ms Z. Griffiths (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Councillor L. Harper-Davies (Charnwood Borough Council) 
Ms M. Hoult (Charnwood Citizens Advice Bureau) 

 Dr M. McHugh (Leicestershire County Council Public Health) 
 Councillor B. Newton (Charnwood Borough Council) 
 Ms Z. Niazi (NHS LCR Stop Smoking Service) 
 Councillor S. Shergill (Charnwood Borough Council) 
 Ms H. Wootton (Home-Start Charnwood) 
  

1. APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIR 2014/15 
 
The Chair of this Partnership for the 2014/15 Council year had been 
appointed by the Charnwood Together Board on 19th May 2014 (Councillor 
Ranson).  The Partnership was asked to consider appointing a Vice-chair for 
2014/15. 
 
AGREED  
 
Dr J. Vincent be appointed as Vice-chair of the Partnership for the 2014/15 
Council year. 
 

2. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Partnership held on 1st April 2014 were 
confirmed as a correct record. 
 

3. FOCUS ON PARTNERSHIP PRIORITY – MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING 
 
Included on agenda following suggestion at meeting on 4th February 2014, 
that meetings focus on a particular Partnership Priority, to consider and 
discuss work being undertaken in that area.  On this occasion: Mental 
Health and Well-being. 
 
(i) V. Graham briefly outlined how the Partnership’s delivery group for 

mental health and well-being had evolved over time and both the 
successes and difficulties experienced with that, together with 
progress in respect of the locally based mental health forum which 
the Borough Council had decided to set up (of which the Partnership 
had been informed at its last meeting, minute 3C. 1st April 2014).  
That was being progressed through working with and providing 
practical assistance to the existing Charnwood Mental Health 
Network.  S. Davies and V. Graham gave a brief outline of current 
representation on the Network and additional representation moving 
forward, including from the Police.  Network met quarterly, next 
meeting on 25th September 2014 at 2.30pm, Borough Council 
offices.  Meeting would include presentation by Dr P. Cannon on 
mental health care pathways. 

 
V. Graham would pass on the contact details of members of the 
Partnership who had, following last meeting of the Partnership, 
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expressed an interest in taking part in this mental health group.  V. 
Brackenbury was the Borough Council officer who would be 
supporting the Network. N. Lambert was assisting with progressing 
as part of the Service Level Agreement between John Storer 
Charnwood and the Borough Council.      

 
(ii) W. Brown briefly outlined difficulties experienced by Charnwood 

Community Safety Partnership’s Crime Joint Action Group in respect 
of both engagement of mental health professionals and in identifying 
and making initial contact with relevant mental health services.  She 
welcomed the opportunity to participate in the Charnwood Mental 
Health Network. 

 
(iii) N. Lambert referred to the importance of service users understanding 

care pathways, also to wider mental well-being work and to mental 
health issues not always having been diagnosed or identified.  
Networking in respect of mental health and well-being could only 
assist in improving understanding by both providers and users and 
how all parties worked together.  It was important to share 
information, this could be done via this Partnership and the 
Charnwood Mental Health Network. 

 
(iv) J. Vincent asked about Clinical Commissioning Group representation 

on the Charnwood Mental Health Network.  Dr P. Cannon (Mental 
Health Lead) was involved.  T. Jefferson stated she would ensure 
that the discussion at this meeting was fed back, she also briefly 
referred to work that the North Charnwood locality group was 
undertaking in the area of mental health.  In response to a concern 
that liaison between the Borough Council and the Charnwood 
localities of the Clinical Commissioning Group was not operating as 
effectively as it had in the past and the importance of it doing so, T. 
Jefferson briefly outlined staff changes.   

 
(v) Brief reference was made to the work being undertaken locally by N. 

Morgan MP in respect of mental health, the extent to which members 
of the Partnership were aware/had been involved in that and the 
importance of taking into account what services already existed. 

 
(vi) C. Davies referred to involvement in the development of care 

pathways for infant/child mental health services and support for 
young parents, it would be appropriate to feed that information into 
the Charnwood Mental Health Network.  Also, that she understood 
that an increased number of Community Psychiatric Nurses was to 
be available, via a community based resource (replacing in patient 
provision).  There was brief discussion regarding the structure of 
mental health services, also regarding Leicestershire Partnership 
Trust representation on the Charnwood Mental Health Network, most 
useful would be a mental health worker working in this locality. 

 
(vii) W. Brown briefly outlined a Police initiative which provided a mental 

health nurse resource to Police on the ground (Police Mental Health 
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Triage Vehicle).  The project had been very successful.  Largely 
focused on Leicester City, it would be useful to ask what was 
available to Charnwood. 

 
(viii) J. Vincent referred to mental health training of staff at Leicester Royal 

Accident and Emergency.  It would be useful to know if a similar 
resource was available at Loughborough Urgent Care Centre.  
Councillor Ranson stated that she was attending a meeting the next 
day at which she could ask that question.  

 
(ix) V. Graham briefly outlined a pilot scheme, involving four of 

Leicestershire districts, Leicestershire County Council Public Health 
and Clinical Commissioning Group, aimed at providing low level 
community engagement and support to individuals (Local Area 
Coordinator Scheme).  Pilot was based on model used in Derbyshire. 
Coordinator role would support existing neighbourhood development 
officers.  Funding streams included the Better Care fund.  Scheme 
would work closely with existing providers, for example mediation 
services provided by The Bridge.  More information would be 
provided to the Partnership in due course. 

 
(x) N. Lambert expressed concern that services would no longer be 

available to refer or signpost to as a result of reducing County Council 
budget for adult prevention services (from £9.4m to £5.9m by 
September 2015).  There was considerable risk in doing so.  Some of 
the likely impacts/changes were briefly outlined.  Concerns had been 
raised by several partners present, both generally and in relation to 
affected providers.  Particular concerns included equality 
considerations, impacts on individuals and communities and the 
likelihood that savings made through cutting prevention work budgets 
would result in greater cost in the longer term.  It was considered that 
the Partnership’s concern in respect of this matter should be 
conveyed in a letter from the Chair to the appropriate County Council 
Cabinet Lead Member.                   

 
(xi) L. Evans provided an update on the Books on Prescription initiative, 

over 600 issues a month from that section at Loughborough, had 
been in place for a year.  New titles were being considered.  Funding 
had been secured to establish shared reading groups, would rely 
mainly on trained volunteers, 13 places across the County.  L. Evans 
would provide further information on that to be circulated to members 
of the Partnership, with a view to making it known to those who might 
wish to take part. 

 
AGREED 
 
1. Partnership’s concern regarding cuts to County Council funding of 

adult prevention services, as detailed in (x) above, to be conveyed to 
the appropriate County Council Cabinet Lead Member by way of a 
letter from the Chair of the Partnership.  
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2. L. Evans to provide details of shared reading groups and role of 
volunteers in those, for circulation to members of the Partnership. 

 
3. Discussion and information provided at this meeting be noted and 

passed on by those present to the organisations they represented as 
was appropriate/useful. 

 
4. PRIORITY DELIVERY GROUPS - PROGRESS 

 
 For information, the presentation given by the Chair of this Partnership to 

Charnwood Together Board AGM on 19th May 2014 was submitted. 
 
W. Blanche reported that Borough Council officers would shortly be 
refreshing the Partnership’s action plan for delivery of its priorities. 
 
Progress reports of the Partnership’s three delivery groups were given as 
follows: 
 
A. Obesity and Inactivity (Sport and Active Recreation Alliance) 

 
 W. Blanche reported that first quarter data for the Sport and Physical 

Activity Commissioning Plan 2014/15 was not yet available.  He briefly 
referred to the Active People Survey by Sport England and the positive 
physical activity and obesity trends and comparatives in that for 
Charnwood.    

   
B.  Smoking and Substance Misuse  
        

W. Blanche stated that good work was being undertaken across 
Charnwood to reduce smoking.  Borough officers due to meet end July 
2014 with representatives of Leicestershire County Council Public 
Health and the Stop Smoking Service to consider relevant sections of 
Partnership’s action plan for delivery of its priorities. 

 
C. Mental Health and Well-being (Charnwood Mental Health Network)  
 

Position had been discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
V. Graham made general reference to services sometimes being disjointed 
and commissioning being undertaken without looking at what was already 
being delivered, examples of which were given.  Work was being 
undertaken aimed at reducing that duplication. 
 
AGREED   
 
Position with Delivery Groups and issues discussed be noted and passed 
on by those present to the organisations they represented as was 
appropriate/useful. 
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5. OTHER UPDATES 

 
To enable partners to provide verbal updates on health and well-being work 
not already discussed at this meeting. Updates given as follows: 
 
(i) T. Jefferson referred to a pre-diabetes scheme currently being 

worked on by West Leicestershire Clinical Commissioning Group 
(North Charnwood locality) and the position with that. 
 

(ii) J. Vincent referred to an event she was attending on 10th July 2014 
linking arts and culture with health and well-being.  She would 
circulate any useful resources from the event to members of the 
Partnership.  Likely to be of particular relevance to Charnwood 
Mental Health Network. 
 

(iii) C. Davies referred to new practice of Health Visitor visits to all 
parents to be at between 28 to 38 weeks gestation, leaflet available 
and information was available on maternity websites. 
 

(iv) C. Davies outlined new initiative providing “Baby Box”, following 
success with similar in Finland (which had reduced infant mortality).  
Aimed at teenage parents, box of essential baby items, including new 
mattress. 100 ordered for pilot, across Leicestershire.  There was 
brief discussion regarding how those might be promoted and 
allocated.   

 
AGREED 
 
Information in updates be noted and passed on by those present to the 
organisations they represented as was appropriate/useful. 
 

6. OTHER ISSUES/MATTERS ARISING 
 
To enable partners to raise any issues/matters not considered elsewhere on 
the agenda (including for the agenda for the next meeting of the 
Partnership), summarised as follows: 
 
(i) J. Vincent stated that the Vice-chair of Healthwatch Leicestershire, 

Gillian Adams, had asked to come along to a meeting of this 
Partnership to outline the priorities of the organisation for 2014/15.   

 
(ii) N. King stated that she would like to present to the Partnership an 

update on the National Centre for Sport and Exercise Medicine - East 
Midlands, in particular how the facility might contribute to the 
Partnership’s priority aims.  Centre was due to open in January 2015.   

 
(iii) N. Lambert highlighted that Loughborough Mela would take place on 

17th August 2014 between 10.00am and 5.00pm in Loughborough 
town centre. 
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AGREED  
 
1. Programming of the presentation by Healthwatch referred to in (i) 

above be considered at the next Charnwood Health and Well-being 
Partnership agenda setting meeting. 

 
2. N. King to present update on National Centre for Sport and Exercise 

Medicine - East Midlands at Partnership’s meeting on 2nd 
September 2014. 

 
3. Information be noted and passed on by those present to the 

organisations they represented as was appropriate/useful. 
 

7. DATES OF PARTNERSHIP MEETINGS 
 
AGREED 
 
Dates of Partnership meetings in the Council Year 2014/15 be noted as 
follows, as agreed previously and all at 5.30pm: 
 
Tuesday, 2nd September 2014; 
Tuesday, 25th November 2014; 
Tuesday, 24th February 2015.  
 

  
 
 

 


