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Charnwood Together “Carbon Capture” 
Here is what Charnwood Together and its partners have done recently to reduce the carbon emissions of the borough and prepare for a change to our climate.
(To post onto Charnwood Together website)
	Organisation
	Date
	Action/Event

	ABC
	11-11-09
	Karl Letten and Jo Hasbury reporting on sustainability projects at 2 universities. Local Foods Meeting has been postponed till January to which Eon and Severn Trent will be invited. Discussed criteria of LDF. Transport major issue. 

	Enable
	11-11-09
	RIEP funding secured for AMR, looking to bring together districts and anyone else interested to discuss lessons of behavioural change. PW is writing the draft environmental strategy for the Multi Area Agreement as no Strategic Planning Group for environment exists for economic assessment.

	Leicestershire County Council
	11-11-09
	Big Switch off campaign took place 12- 18th October across Leicestershire and Rutland. Savings equated to £2.6 million in electricity consumption. Competitions for families, schools and community group took place. The family and Community Building Challenge will run for 12 months and help to keep the Big Switch Off message in the public eye. Carbon Reduction Commitment applies to Leics CC.  Response is to install Automatic Meter Reading (AMR) in all council owned buildings at cost of approx £1 million. Community Shire Grants which also funds energy advisors visits all community buildings has been launched. Increased requests for anaerobic digesters to waste dept. Local Resilience Forum has released new flood risk report and flood wardens scheme. Regional Spatial Strategy is being revised to incorporate climate change in a more serious way. 

	Charnwood Borough Council
	11-11-09
	Big Switch Off campaign – 10.45% saving in energy use at the council offices. Part of greater savings calculated across Leicestershire and Rutland. 20 schools received BSO presentations in the run up to campaign week and more took part. Local businesses attended BSO Business Breakfast. Chief Exec Council leader and Mayor supported BSO events.  ISO 14001 environmental management system internal auditing training has taken place with staff all services. Community presentations during One World Week to Quakers and Women’s  event organised by Human Rights and Equality Charnwood on energy saving and waste. Local Development Framework consultation has had a good response. Decision making is likely to take place next summer. Charnwood Action For Fairtrade (CAFF) Fairtrade market took place at Loughborough Town Hall receiving over 1100 visitors. CBC also taking part in AMR rollout and also investigating videoconferencing facilities to reduce business mileage to other council offices. 

	Rural Community Council 
	11-11-09
	Full energy efficiency audit of RCC building. Big switch off events at Ullesthorpe and Kegworth. Hazel went to area forum to promote Big Switch Off. New environment/climate change group has been established as a result of parish planning process with first meeting in  Sileby. Main issues mentioned biodiversity and flooding. Need to engage with parish councils to achieve greater involvement. Independent wind turbine trials have taken place in Sileby to determine most favourable site. Gordon Fergus is contact. An effective result of the parish plans.

	Astra Zeneca
	11-11-09
	Heating systems on now on real time. ‘How low can you go?’ Benchmark/Campaign has been launched to see whether indoor heating can be reduced. Carbon emission targets of 30% reduction across all sites by 2015 have been set as a result of Carbon Reduction Commitment. Looking at energy efficiency/renewable technology options. Display Energy Certificate personnel have been appointed to carry out assessments across all AZ sites. 

	Brian Waters
	11-11-09
	Brian is organising and partly chairing a conference on energy efficiency and transport in Coventry later this year. Details are on the Climate Change Solutions Ltd website. 

	Loughborough  University
	11-11-09
	Its Better Off’ staff awareness campaign has been running for 9 months and Big Switch Off Campaign ran in parallel. So far savings of 6.6 % reduction in electricity consumption which represents £100,000 and 576 tonnes of CO2 have been achieved.  150 energy champions have been recruited and live energy use data is being made available to every site manager. The Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE) are consulting on Carbon Reduction targets for the HE sector. It is proposed that future funding could be linked to the progress made against reducing carbon emissions. Proposed targets -50% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2020 (compared to 2005 baseline) and an 80% reduction by 2050. To meet these targets, the University will need to rewrite its Carbon Management Strategy and Implementation plan early in 2010. A site wide infrastructure review is being undertaken to look at renewable and low carbon solutions relating to site energy generation and resilience. Technology that is being reviewed includes biomass boilers, biomass CHP, gas fired CHP, Wind turbines. The University travel plan under review and active transport projects are being implemented that integrate research and site operations, this is part of the goal of developing a demonstrator campus. Loughborough University have signed up to the Eco Campus project 


	Brian McInnes
	11-11-09
	Discussions with business community have taken place and some backing for energy and resource efficiency business club targeting SME’s has been secured. Brian continues to push for MAA decision criteria for future investment to include environmental and climate change factors. This must be considered by all working groups. Draft Strategy will be out for consultation in January


